sels examined, and they were mainly from weasels caught in Jeju-si (Table 1) . Except in 1 weasel, 4-6 worms were grouped and embedded in each granulomatous gastric tumor of weasels (Fig. 2) . Pointed and posteriorly curved hooklets were arranged in 8-10 rows on the head bulb (Fig. 3A, 3B ). Male worms were 22.0-27.0 × 1.2-1.9 (25.0 × 1.4) mm in size, and had a characteristic head bulb and a tail with pedunculate papillae, a spicule, and minute tegumental spines (Fig. 3C, 3D ). Females were 35.0-45.0 × 2.3-2.8 (40.0 × 2.5) mm in size, and had a head bulb and a tail without tegumental spines. Fer tilized eggs were 63.8-67.5× 37.5-40.0 (65.5× 38.9) µm in size, and had a mucoid plug at 1 pole (Fig. 4) . Tegumental spines were distributed only on the anterior half of the body. They were different in size and shape by the distribution level of the body surface. Slender 3-4 tipped spines (31.4× 11.6 µm in average size) were densely distributed just behind of the head bulb (Fig. 5A ). Broa der 3 tipped spines (44.6× 18.3 µm in average size) with a long middle tip (25.0 µm in average length) were broadly distributed at the anterior half of the middle surface. Slender 3 tipped ones (34.0× 11.8 µm in average size) and 2-3 tipped small pointed spines (about 20 µm in length) were distributed on the posterior half of the middle surface (Fig. 5B, 5C, 5D ). No tegumental spines were distributed on the posterior half of the body surface, especially in females (Fig. 5E ). In males, minute tegumental spines were distributed only at the tail portion.
It has been known that G. nipponicum is a common parasite found in esophageal tumors of weasels, Mustela sibirica itasi and Mustela sibirica coreana, only in Japan. This nematode was first found by Yoshida in 1931 [6] in the esophagus of a weasel from the middle part of Honshu in Japan, and erroneously named as G. spinigerum. Subsequently, by many Japanese workers, it was revealed that this parasite is widely distributed in more than 23 Prefectures in Japan [7] [8] [9] [10] [11] [12] [13] [14] [15] . By the present study, it was confirmed for the first time that G. nipponicum is distributed also in Jeju-do, [17] . According to this review [17] , the distribution and shape of tegumental (cuticular) spines on the body surface were treated as the most useful landmarks for species differentiation of Gnathostoma. [17] . However, in the present study, the worms were detected in the stomach of Jeju weasels, M. sibilica quelpartis. It is interesting that habitats of G. nipponicum in the definitive hosts are different between weasels from Japan and from Korea. Molecular genetic studies may be needed to know what is differential points between Japanese and Korean worms, although they are morphologically identical.
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